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What is a District of Innovation? 

A District of Innovation is a concept passed by the 
84th Legislative Session in House Bill 1842, that 
provides traditional school districts most of the 
flexibilities available to Texas’ open enrollment 
charter schools. To access these flexibilities, a 
school district must adopt an innovation plan as set 
forth in Texas Education Code chapter 12A. 



What is a District of Innovation? 

District of Innovation 

HB 1842 provides Alvin ISD with the opportunity to 
design a comprehensive education plan according 
to the needs and resources of our district while 
maximizing local control.



District of Innovation
Created by House Bill 1842 in the 84th Legislative Session 

Board Policy AF (LEGAL) 

Gives local school districts flexibility.

Greater local control as decision makers over the 
educational and instructional needs for students.

Districts must adopt an Innovation Plan that includes 
exemptions from state laws and parts of the Texas 
Education Code.
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Current Plan (March 2017)
First Day of Instruction (TEC §25.0811)

Minimum Minutes of Instruction, School Day (TEC §25.081, TEC 
§25.082(a))

Minimum Attendance for Class Credit or Final Grade (TEC §25.083(b), TEC 
§25.092)

Teacher Certification for Dual Credit and Career and Technical Education 
Instructors (TEC §21.003)

Teacher and Principal Evaluation (TEC §21.203, TEC §21.352, TEC §21.3541)

High School Diploma and Certificate/Course Sequence (TEC §28.025(b-2))

Assessment Program (TEC §39.022)



DOI Renewal Plan





Overview of the Renewal Process
DEIC reviews, revises and recommends a renewal 
plan (Dec. 6, 2021);

Board of Trustees notifies Commissioner of 
Education intention of voting on a renewal plan 
(Jan. 6, 2022); 

District Education Improvement Committee 
(DEIC) holds a public meeting to consider public 
feedback and vote on plan (Feb. 7, 2022); 



Overview of the Process
Board of Trustees considers adoption of plan with 
vote if DEIC approves plan (Mar. 8, 2022);

If BOT approves plan, commissioner is notified 
(Mar. 11, 2022).



What is included in the Local 
Innovation Plan Renewal?
First Day of Instruction (TEC §25.0811)
◦ Allows for Alvin ISD to start instructional days before the 

fourth Monday in August.

Teacher Certification for hard-to-fill, high demand 
Dual Credit and Career and Technical Education 
Instructors (TEC §21.003)
◦ Allows for Alvin ISD to hire teachers in difficult Dual Credit 

and CTE courses that are certified in their fields but may 
not have a teaching certification.

◦ Does not apply to special education or bilingual teacher 
certification.



What is included in the Local 
Innovation Plan Renewal?
Teacher and Principal Evaluation (TEC §21.203, TEC 
§21.352, TEC §21.3541)
◦ Allows for Alvin ISD to create a teacher and principal 

evaluation that align with the District’s vision, beliefs and 
goals.

Class Size in Pre-Kindergarten through 4th Grade (TEC 
§25.112, TEC §25.113)
◦ Would not require Alvin ISD to submit annual class size 

waiver every time a class exceeds the 22 to 1 limit. 
District will continue to monitor class sizes and provide 
additional instruction support.



Commissioner’s Rules

Term of designation as District of Innovation may not 
exceed five (5) years; 

Plan may be amended, rescinded, or renewed if 
approved DEIC and Board vote; 

Districts must use form developed by the 
commissioner to indicate major items from which an 
innovation may exempt itself;



Commissioner’s Rules
Districts are limited to one Innovation Plan at a time; 
changes to be handled through amendment process 
rather than adopting multiple plans;

District must post the Innovation Plan on the District 
website for the term of the designation as an 
innovation district (5 years); 

To rescind plan, district is required to notify TEA and 
provide a date for compliance with TEA provisions to 
begin no later than the following school year. 



District of Innovation Local 
Plan

Questions or comments?


